LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

CHRISTINE F. LI, ESQ., CCAL

uring this past year, | have leamed that one way to
serve our communities better is to learn from you.

There is likely no better way to get that knowledge

than to meet facetoface and interact with members of
CAl, and residents of our communities. The same is frue
of the need to meet with governmental officials, legislators
and other lawmakers who have been empowered with
understanding the concerns of their constituency living in
planned communities.

Without an awareness by the Legislative Action Committee
of the collective will of CAHNJ and advocating for the
“right” positions, the efforts of LAC are for naught. And,
as with any committee structure within any organization, it
is not enough to get seated on a committee which has the
potential and reputation for making a significant difference
in the lives of its membership. Becoming named as a
member of the LAC is where the journey begins - which
is, admittedly, difficult at times as members are pulled in
fo many directions in their professional and personal lives
- not ends. That journey bears with it the responsibility and
commitment of each member fo actively serve the specific
needs of CAMNJ.

At the 2016 CAHN) Annual Expo, | had the honor of
participating on a panel along with George Greatrex,
Esqg., and Michael Pesce, PCAM. The program description
was "to discuss legislative and regulafory issues affecting
common inferest communities in New Jersey.” As the Chair
of the LAC, | embraced the opportunity to moderate and
organize the discussion by drawing from the acfivities of
LAC this past year. George and Mike, as a seasoned
association attorney and property manager, respectively,
gave their personal perspectives on initiatives impacting
community associations.

What was fremendously eye-opening was the insight we
drew from those in the audience!l Several in the audience
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shared their experiences in their districts and municipalities
on State and local issues. Unfortunately, the session was
a scant 45 minutes and there wasn't enough fime to draw
from everyone who wished to speak.

| opened the session with an overview of the legislative
update programs that the LAC conducted this past year
to reach CAl members. Teams of LAC members “roved”
North, Central and South Jersey and met with CAI members
at community clubhouses to explain what LAC was doing
and fo get insight from the board and association efforts.
We thank the communities which generously offered use
of their faciliies and those who attended for sharing their
real life experiences with us. LAC hopes to contfinue these
program in 2017 and we seek your thoughts on how fo
make these programs even better.

| also spoke of the first ever “Lobby Day” which was held
on October 20, 2016. Tim Martin of CAl's lobbying firm,
MBIGluckShaw, organized the event which gave members
of the LAC the opportunity to talk with legislators. The con-
sensus of those who participated was that the event was
highly successful and should be repeated next year. The
contact between legislators (many of whom were unfamiliar
with CAl and CAl's efforts) and LAC members awakened
some legislators to the sizeable universe of community
association residents, and professionals dedicated fo those
residents, who form a part of their constituency.

The session at the Expo also helped me to evaluate the
goals the LAC had set and carried for itself through the
year. The LAC members gathered at the CAHN]J Refreat in
December, 2015 and agreed upon four ambitious priori-
fies for 2016 - Manager licensing, the Municipal Services
Act reform, Foreclosure Reform, and Election Reform (I am
referring fo community association board elections, thank-
fully, not U.S. Presidential elections!)

This past year, the LAC concluded that Manager Licensing
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"The conduct of elections
and meetings has been of great

concern to boards and community

associations through the years."

(and even the less onerous dalternatives of Manager
licensing or Certification) should not be pursued given the
significant investment in past years by LAC on licensure.
Those efforts resulted in the infroduction and passage of
Manager Llicensing bills in both houses of the legislature
which were ultimately pocket vetoed by Governor Christie
in December, 2014.

The Municipal Services Act currently requires municipali-
fies fo provide or reimburse for the costs related to snow/
ice removal, leaf collection, electricity for street lighting and
frash/recycling collection. Some municipalities still comply
with the law begrudgingly. A bill has been introduced
(S1709/A1282) for reimbursement for the paving of
private streefs.  Another bill, S3522, has been infroduced
requiring municipal utility authorities (MUA's but not munic-
ipaliies] inspect, maintain, and repair fires hydrants in
planned developments. | surmise that the LAC will continue
its pursuit of amendments to the MSA.

In furtherance of Foreclosure Reform, two laws were
passed in 2014. One authorized lenders o expedite the
foreclosure of “vacant and abandoned” properties, and
the other authorized municipaliies to adopt ordinances to
require the maintenance of the exterior vacant and aban-
doned properties by foreclosing lenders. As of this writing,
S1630/A2953 proposes o include the maintenance of
the inferior of properties, and S1832/3823 proposes fo
authorize expedited foreclosure in uncontested matters.  If
the lender fails to expedite such foreclosure, the lender can
choose to pay assessment during the pendency of the fore-
closure, or agree fo the appointment of a “rent receiver.”
Foreclosure Reform will undoubtedly remain on the LAC's
“radar” through 2017.

The conduct of elections and meetings has been of great
concern fo boards and community associations through the
years. Going back decades, LAC pursued adoption of the
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2016 CAI-NJ COMMITTEES

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Kari Prout — Chair
Theresa Heinzmann, CMCA
— Vice Chair

Rich Cassilli

Martin Creving, Esq.
Bridget Davis

Nicole Malise-Skaro

Dori Novick

Daniel 0'Brien |1l

Lauren Vadenais

Stephanie Wiegand, Esq.

Larry Saver, CMP, CMCA, PCAM
Gabe Vitale

Juclyn Olszewski

BEACH PARTY COMMITTEE
Kate Costello — Chair
Drew Cowley — Vice Chair
Neil Befoff

Ross Catanzarite

Melissa Clarke

Diane Cody, PCAM

George Demetriades
Vanessa Hillsdon

Jessica Long

Angela Lugo, AMS

Gene Markin, Esg.

Scott Palmieri

Margaret Rickley
Christopher Rosati

Lynn Voorhees, RCS, RS

Jennifer Nevins
Mark Wetter, Esq.

Jaclyn Olszewski

BUSINESS PARTNER
COMMITTEE

Benjamin Basch — Chair
Chris Merkler — Vice Chair
Ray Ambrosino

Dean Catanzarite

Robert Flanagan, Esq.
Michael Gruber

Jeff Logan

Kim Manicone

Caesar Mistretta

Julie Nole

Todd Parisi

Kate Post

Ken Sauter, Esq.

Ken Shah

Maria Elena Solis, CMCA, AMS
Patricia Ventura

Lisa Wagner

Jennifer Nevins
Gabe Vitale

Angela Kavanaugh

CAVL COMMITTEE
Thomas Lycan — Chair

Angela Onafowora — Vice Chair
Bob Kahrmann

Steve Kroll

Charles Lavine

Jock McGrath

Jean Bestafka
Frank Catanzarite
Valentine Valdman, CMCA

Angela Kavanaugh

CONFERENCE & EXPO
COMMITTEE

Kevin Oliver — Chair

Patricia McGlone, Esq. — Vice Chair
Jay Burak

David Byrme, Esq.

Stacey Cadoff

Jessica Chelkowski

Ellen Comiski, CMCA

Steve A. Dicker

John Echelmeier

Eric Eggert

Debbra Fisher Horvath

Eleni Giannikopoulos

Terry Kessler, Esq.

Rick Landgraber

Toni Licciardi

Christine Maldonado

Renee Miraglia

Cheryl Rhine, CIC, CIRMS
Harriet Schwarzber, CMCA, AMS
Gabe Vitale, Jr.

Denise Becker, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
Mohammed Salyani, CPA

Angelo Kavanaugh

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Robert Roop — Chair

Joe Chorba, CPA — Vice Chair
Robert Amone CMCA, AMS
Mary Barrett, Esq.

Dan Fusco, CMCA

Bill Harvey

Brian Harvey, Esq.

Thomas Holmes

Melissa Lathrop

Richard Linderman, Esq.
Angela Morisco, Esq.

Kari Valentine, CMCA, AMS

Lisa Vitiello
Deana Luchs

Judlyn Olszewski

GOLF COMMITTEE

Ray Barnes, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
— Chair

Georgette Kyriacou — Vice Chair

Chris Belkot

Martin Cabalar, Esq.

Patti Clemente

Keith Giliberti

Matthew Grobert

Pam lliano

Pete Katula

Mike Polulak, Esq.

David Shahrabani

Chris Tensen, CMCA, AMS

Ryan Weiner

Tom Witkowski

Fran McGovern, Esq.

Juclyn Olszewski

MANAGERS COMMITTEE

Tony Nardone, CMCA, AMS — Chair

Jeff Cirkus, CMCA, AMS, PCAM —
Vice Chair

Jane Balmer, CMCA, PCAM

Walter Broome, AMS

Glenda Carroll, CMCA, AMS, PCAM, LSM

Gail Davis

Beth Duffy, CMCA, AMS

Chuck Graziano, CPM, PCAM

Dawn Mackanic

Christopher Nicosia, CMCA, AMS

Erin O'Reilly, CMCA, AMS

Kerri Stimpson, CMCA, AMS

(Craig Thompson, CMCA, AMS

Eloine Warga-Murray, CMCA, AMS, PCAM

Nancy Hastings, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
Fran McGovern, Esg.

Angelo Kavanaugh

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Dan Turi — Chair

Erika Befumo — Vice Chair
Elysa Bergenfeld, Esq.

Marc Borden, Esq.

John Cafiero

Chelsea Donnigan

Kevin Foley

Nick Haralambopoulos

Tanya Jimenez

Herman Shauger

Graceanne Welsh, CMCA, AMS
Kristy Winchock

Donna Belkot, CMCA, AMS
Deana Luchs
Mark Wetter, Esq.

Laura 0'Connor

SPRING BREAK COMMITTEE
Melissa Volet, Esq. — Chair
Courtney Knox — Vice Chair
Jennifer Carr

Gary Gleitman

Hank Johns

Kerry Noughton

Carol Nickerson

Jeffrey Paige, Esq.

Debbie Pasquariello, CIC, CIRMS
Janice Schuettler

Loren Lightman, Esq.
Gabe Vitale

Juclyn Olszewski

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
COMMITTEE

Christine F. Li, Esq., CCAL — Chair
Paul A. Leodori, Esq. — Vice Chair
Michael Pesce, PCAM — Secretary
Carol Koransky, CPA — Treasurer
Rob Barlow, CIRMS, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
Liz Comando, PCAM

Juck Cremen

Louis J. Curtis, MBA, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
Matthew Earle, Esq.

A. Christopher Florio, Esg.

George Greatrex, Esq.

Sue Howe, CMCA, AMS, PCAM
James Magid, CMCA, LSM, PCAM
Thomas C. Marfin, Esq.

Glen A. Masullo, CMCA, PCAM

Jack McGrath

Steve Mlenak, Esq.

Paul Raetsch

Caroline Record, Esq., CCAL

Audrey Wisotsky, Esq.

Jean Bestafka
Loren Lightman, Esq.

Larry Thomas, PCAM
Laura 0Connor
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One Call... Problem Solved!

Customized pest control programs for your community.
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TERMITE & PEST SERVICES

TERMITE & BED BUG EXPERTS
¢ Mold Treatment & Prevention

¢ Nuisance Wildlife

¢ Bird Control

* Pest Control Insulation

e Crawl Space Repair

e Gutter Protection

* Holiday & Event Decorating
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732-897-9553
866 926 9539
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Proof positive

Duradek is the ultimate method of waterproofing
decks and walk-on roofs.

We specialize in high quality building
products featuring Duradek™
waterproof vinyl flooring and Durarail™
aluminum railing. Duradek™ waterproof
vinyl flooring comes in a variety of
colors, patterns, and textures for decks,
patios and balconies. Durarail™ is a
powder coated aluminum railing system
with a 20 year structural warranty.

7099 William Penn Hwy, Easton, PA 18045-2936
www.specialtybldgsystems.com

Toll Free: (800) 765-9865 | Fax: (610) 954-0598
E-mail: sbsddek@verizon.net

Legislative Update...
from page 9.

Uniform Common Inferest Ownership
Act (UCIOA) and the Community
Association Reform Act (CARA) was
sought.  Both proposed laws con-
fained standards for the conduct of
the fair meetings and elections, and
community association operations.

With David Ramsey, Esq. spearhead-
ing LAC's effort along with Michael
Pesce, a new bill, $2492, was intro-
duced on September 8, 2016. The
bill is described as enhancing resident
voting participation rights in common
inferest communities.  David Ramsey,
Esg., also took the lead, along with
Ronald Perl, Esqg., on working with the
New Jersey Law Revision Commission
this past year in furtherance of a bill
that would include many of the provi-
sions in UCIOA.

| thank Tim Martin and all who
served on and with the LAC this past
year. | hope it is obvious from this
column that the input of CAl mem-
bers and representatives of community
association is essential fo the achieve-
ments of the LAC and the success
of CANJ.

cli@greenbaum.com with any thoughts

Feel free to email me at

or suggestions on how the LAC may
better serve you.

May your holiday season be calm
and bright, and may the new year be
full of happiness and good health. 1
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